
Tim Kraack 

Piano Studio Policy, updated Summer 2018 

Missed Lessons,  Make-Up Lessons, and Studio Classes 

There are no makeup lessons even with advance warning unless 1) we need to figure out a significant number of 
reschedules, or 2) the makeups are required due to Tim's own schedule. Instead of makeup lessons, Tim will 
offer studio classes. These are hour-long classes open to all students without parents that will offer performance 
opportunities as well as a group learning experience. Studio classes will take place at SJSM or at Tim's house. 

Studio classes will serve as a substitute for makeup lessons but are open to any students who wish to attend. 
They also provide excellent chances for students to perform in a low-pressure situation. 

There will be times that Tim will have to reschedule lessons as well. When he’s the one who has to reschedule, 
he will do everything he can to fit them into your schedules including coming into school on days other than the 
assigned teaching days. 

Lesson Attendance 

Attempts will be made to begin and end lessons on time in order to keep schedules intact. If a student is late to a 
lesson, the lesson will still end at the designated time. After 15 minutes of absence a lesson is considered forfeit. 

Weather Related Absences 

If Tim is able to make it to the building then we will have lessons as normally scheduled. If unable to make it in 
to teach parents will be notified well in advance. Due to a tight schedule and the number of severe weather 
events in a typical winter weather-related makeups are not available unless Tim cancels. 

Recitals 

There will be two formal recitals over the course of the year with one in the late fall and one in the late spring. 
All solo pieces should be memorized, however in some cases use of music is allowed in a performance. Tim 
reserves the right to keep students who are unprepared out of recitals. Attire for performances is semi-formal. 

The school as well as outside organizations (MMTA, SPPTA, provide numerous performance opportunities, 
please let Tim know if you’d like your student to participate in any of these. Some performances including the 
MMTA piano contest carry a fee with them. 

 



Practice 

Musical study is unique in that a lot of progress happens during practice time. Older students are responsible for 
budgeting their time, while parents should help their younger students through the practice routine. Parents 
should use assignment books (see below) as a guide for how to practice as well as by watching the lessons. 
Practicing is extremely important as long as it’s productive. For young students, 15 minutes of productive 
practice time each day is more important than 30 minutes of distracted time. For older students, spreading their 
practice time out (two sessions of 30 minutes to an hour per day) is highly effective.  

Homework Assignments 

Students and parents are responsible for bringing an assignment book to lessons each week. A simple lined 
notebook is sufficient. Sometimes there will be homework assigned apart from regular practicing. These may 
include composition assignments, articles for reading, or assigned listening. These should be completed just as 
homework for any class would be completed. 

Materials 

Students should bring a notebook for assignments as well as to convey messages to parents. Requests may be 
made that parents purchase music books or they will be provided followed by an invoice for the cost of 
materials. You will receive an invoice for any books or extra costs. For tax purposes, the amounts on invoices 
are very precise and checks made out to Tim Kraack LLC are preferable over cash. Exact change is necessary, 
as Tim will not made change for you. Credit card payments are not accepted at this time. 

Studio Blog 

You can find the studio blog at www.TimKraack.com. This website contains practice tips, articles about 
musicians and pieces of music, studio news, and is updated weekly. You can find a copy of the the teaching 
calendar at http://timkraackpiano.blogspot.com/p/tims-teaching-schedule.html  

Photos 

Photos may be taken of your child for promotional purposes including but not restricted to: blog posts, website 
display, business-related social media posts and brochures by Tim Kraack, LLC. These photos will never be 
shared with another business and no full names will ever be attached to these pictures. If you’d prefer that these 
pictures not be taken or used, please let me know and I’ll add their name to no media list.  

Contact 

Email (preferred): kraack.tim@gmail.com 

Phone: 651-343-1299, if you are going to be late or absent, call or text Tim's number rather than the office 

Days teaching: Tuesday-Thursday, Saturday (Saturdays are in the morning and early afternoon) 
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